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A 
LETTER OF LOYALTY, 


with Arguments induceing thereun- 
to, from the Lawes of God and Man. 


zl Have receiv'd your Letter, and the Newes you ſent - 


£21 me ; though I have cither ſeene or heard it all before, 
yet I give you many thankes for iz. I would that ei- 
ther there were lefſe newes, or better ſtirring. In your 


Ws 
Vx 
—\-z 


3Bj laſt letter I received nothing but chidinggnveRtives. 


——z= I wiſh you to examine your ſelfe how farre the pro- 
fellion of fo. mach faith (as thoſe of your opinion are full of) can ſtand 
with ſo little charity, as cheir cenſorioufneſſe of others exgreſſe. I 
know charity is the touch-Rone of faith. And the Apoſtlegells me, 
Love thinketh no evill, unleſle it be RY proved. For! my part 
I judge no man, I leave every one to himſelte to ſtand or gall. 1 may 
be ſeriouſly forry for fome, but I will prenpran ge none.. It 
ſhall be my indeavour to ſettle mine owne conſcience Mnd to thar 
end I ſhall impartially embrace all opportunities, that 
vince my conſcience if corrupt, or confirme it if upri 
taske being accomplithed , I ſhall march on with co and cheer-= 
fulneſſe Ghough thorough the ſharpeſt thicket of d/Mrifes and re- 
proach) to that period which my conſcience ſhall point ſhe to. And 
the nanie of a Parliament without the. true ſabſiuterce of it will no 
more awe me, then the naked ſtile of a King left'my Soveraigne with= 
out due honour attending it can pleaſe him. Venerable I ccafeſle is 
the name of a Parliament, but that is where the nature accompanieth 
it; 
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it; for otherwiſeit is but an empty ſhadow without a body : And'I 
would willingly be ſatisfied, whether the place where the Parliament 
ſits, or the perſons ſitting in that place be the eſſential part ofa true * - 
Parliament. 1 conceive certainly that not the place, but the perſons 
make the Parliament ; and then to admit the King no part of ir(which 
cannot with truth be admitted;) the truelt definition of a Parliament 
I canframe to my ſelfe is, that it is 4 company or aſſembly of ſele per« 
ſons,choſen by the free votes of the Freeholders of each County and Frees 
men of each Borough, (warranted to make ſuch eleftion by the Keungs 
eſpeciall Writ ) and by them intruſted to repreſent the affeftions, and 
aft the duties of them who (@ choſe them. This I thinke being not to ' 
be denied for truth, it will follow that all this ele& body mult agree 
in one ; orelſe the majority of voyces agreeing mult carry it, and ob- 
lige the minority diſagreeing. This being alſo I thinke unqueſtiona» * 
ble, I ſee not why the majority of number, both of the Houſe of 
Peeres and Commons, who by their attendance on, and obedience tq .. 
the King, rogether with the removall of themfelves for the Minority 
reſiding behande expreſſe their votes, their reſolves what they ate ;_ - 
ought not rather in the true nature , and fundamentall eſſence bf the 
thing, be honoured, knowne, and meant by the ſtile of Parliament,the 

eat Councell of the King, and the repreſentative body of the Ki 

me ; then that minor part ſo mach cryed up, and doted on by 
Idolarrize3sthereof. And if there may be any colour to deny this 
premifſe ; yet I ſee no ſhift to avoyde this conſequent , bur that i 
will be an inevitable concluſion , That if the majority of number of 
Peeres , and Parliament men which now adhere to the King may erre 
and be malignant, that then certainly the Votes of the majority of the 
repreſentative body of the Kingdome may be erroneous, and ſo con= 
fequently ought not to oblige. And if the majority of yoyces may, 
much more may the minority fall into thisunhappineſle to be lyable 
to errors, and therefore can lefle claime obedience as a due unto them. 
If itbe finally the reſiding alone in #effminfter that gives them their 
infallibility, I ſee not but the Popes chaire may give as good right, and 
make as juſt a claime to that priviledge. Bat the much experience of 
many former Parliaments kept in feverall places of this Kingdome e» 
videnceth ſufficiently, that no ſach Prerogative is by nature of Parlia» 
ment entayled upon Feſtwinſter. 

Conſider ſecondly,that theſe men are cboſen but by Subjedts, and 
cherfore arc be to repreſent the allions, and a6 te dns 0fSub- 
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jets; and are indeed but the repreſentative body of Subjefts :. and 
how can it ſtand then with this condition, that they ſhould impoſe a 
taw, command, or rale npon their Soveraigne ? it they will tran- 
- feend this condition , they breake the limits of all ſuch truſt as either 
was, or cold be conferred upon them : For the SubjeRts that choſe 
them, had not that power of commanding their Soveraigne in them= 
ſelves, to conferre upon them. And N1hil dat quod non habet, 
Thirdly , we know by the fundamentall conlticution of Parlia- 
ments, the King hath in himſelfe the power to diſſolve them ; much 
more hath he the power in himſelfe to deny any thing propounded 
by them : for the power of diflolving is greater then of denying, 
ow that hee hath in himſclfe the power of diflalving, the very 
A of continuance of this Parliament is a ſufficient proofe, which 9. 
therwiſe had beene idle, and the paſſing it by AR had beene in the 
Parliament-men a betraying of the truit repoſed in them, and of their 
owne Priviledges, had they had the power of centinuance in them- 
ſelves, withour the Kings afſent. Now if this At of continuance paf- 
ſed by the King was an A& of favour, grace, and truſt, let them take 
heed that it be not abufed by them agamſt the King , and fo free him 
before God and man from all blame in the uſing all poſſible meanes, at 
leaſt lawfull meanes to reaffume that power and trult into his owne 
hands, which being but lent out hath been ſa miſ-1mployed againſt 
him. For certz#inly if I convey my eſtate intrualt to any friend, to the 
—ufe and beboofe of me and mine, and the perſon fo truſted falſifie the 
faith ſo repoſed in him, by converting the profits and benefit of my 
eſtate to ſiniſter ends, to the pron of me and mine , no man will 


thinke it unlawfull for me, it it be poilible , to annibilate fach deed 
of truſt. 


Now if the King have fundamentally in himfelfe the power of de- 
nying ſach things as ſhall be propounded by them to him, it follow- 
eth that their Votes without his Majeſties afſent ro them are not 
binding, nor exact obeCience unto them : and fo all theſe high Votes 
of the Houſes fall to the ground as invalid. 

Laſtly, adde hereunto that the King mult needes be repnted part of 
the Parliament, which by ſuppoſition was in the beginning waved, 
bute thing alwayes to beacknowledged for a truth ; then itthe Par- 
liament without the King make the repreſentative body, the King is 
the reall head to that body of the Kingdome;and it were as abfurd as 
"monſtrous to exclude the head from ating any thing that ſhould ge- 
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nerally concerne the body, ſince from the head the fpirits are derived, 
which give both ſence and motion to the whole body ; and that ba. 
dy which will ſeparate it ſelfe from the head, may pleaſe it ſelfe with 
the fancy of independency ; but the conclufion will leave it a'dead, 
uſclefle, and neglected trunke, 

And thus in briefe have I thewed you that theſe Votes and Orders 
which thunder out ſo much power and terror cannot properly accor- 
ding ta the fundamentall conſtitution of Parliament be faid ro be 
Adced, Voted, or Ordered by Parliament, that name being due unto 
them, neither 4 majore, nor 4 meliore parte. And therefore that by the 
fandamentall'Laiwes of this Kingdome I.conceive my felfe difobliged 
from any obedience or ſubmiſſion to them. 

Thus to prove that by humane Law I am not tyed to obey;now that 
by conſcience Iam tied not to obey theſe Votes and Orders of the 
remmr Parliament, which are to the oppoſition or diſobedience of 

is Majeſtic. Kings we know are Gods annointed, &therefore facred, 
and not to be toucht with rude hands; though their demeanour in 
goyernment be never ſo wicked, never fo unjuſt, yet the divine cha» 
rater of authority enſtamped upon them giveth them an inviolable 
ummunity from humane hands, Hence it was that David though him» 
felfe anointed alſo by Gods appointment in the roome of Sex/durſt 
not injure Saxl, but his heart fmotehim for the renting but the lap of 
Sawls garment, when God had delivered Saul into Davids hands. And 
ſhall wee applaud our ſelves without remorſe of conſcience, when 
wee lay violent hands upon the faireſt jewell of the Crowne of 
our Lords annointed, when we plucke the faireſt lower of his garland 
from his head ? Was Sasl more facred, more holy, more virtuous , 
then our CHARLES ? Or have we more liberty, more priviledge, to 
diſobey, to diſrobe Kings of their honour then the [ewes had?or hath 
this Parliament a more wiſe and underſtanding heart , a more fincere 
zeale to reformation, a more ſacred and divine calling then David 
had ? O then be wiſe yee ſounes *f men , be learned yee that take upon 
you to judge the Earth, leſt the King of Kings laugh at your folly, and 
cruſh you in pieces with arod of Iron, O let it be a badge of Antichri. 
ſtianity, of that man of ſinne; and odious let ic be to all true zelots to 
exalt themſelves againſt all that is called God. Let us feareto fepa- 
rate that which God hath conjoyned. Hath not hee taught both in 
the Old and New Teſtament to Feare God, and honony the K ing ? and 


ſhall wee now unagine that the diſhonouring the King mult be the 
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cheife evidence of our fearing of God ? God forbid. Letusknow Re-« 
bellion us as the ſinne of witchcraft, moſt odious to God, moſt bewit- 
ching and enticing in it ſelf. Shall we wonder it ſhould appeare maske 
withreligion, and uſherd in with pretence of reformation ? Behold 
the father of it the Devill, when he would have tempted our Saviour 
to rebellion againſt his father, God the father -came with Scriptums 
eft for a preface ; though hee knew his miſchievous deſigne of heart 


—- could not lye hid from the all. ſeeing eyes of our Lord. How did 


eAbſalom court the hearts of the Iſraclites, when he was in hatching 
his odious rebellion againſt his father ? was it not with pretence of 
reformation, ſaying, Behold thy matter « good and juſt, but there is 
one deputed of the King to heare it, Oh that I were made Governour 
over this Land, how would I doe juſtice to all that came unto me. And 
ſhall this policy of dazeling our purblind mortall eyes ſeeme now 
ſtrange untous? Nay certainly, were not the face of all theſe Pre» 
ſent diſtempers maskt with a pretence of Reformation, and vizarded 
with a ſeeming hatred of Superſtition, though ayming at more hor- 
rid intentions, how could we ſo ſoon have loſt and torne the unity of 
the faith, from the bond of peace ? Do we not all beleeve in one God, 
worſhip one Trinity , rely _ one Mediatour, acknowledge one 
way to heaven ? And ſhall thegarbe and apparell wherein we make 
this voyage, the geſture wheredy we worſhip this God, the dialeR 
wherein we pray to this Mediatour , fet us at a greater diſtance of af- 
feRions, then if we were Pagans, Turkes, and Infidels? Doth God 
more delight in contentions about Ceremonies,Geſtures, Words,then 
inthe peace of his Church ? or ſhall the wearing ofa Surplice, ſigne- 
ing with a Croſſe, bowing of a knee , bee able to divorce Chriſt 
from his Spouſe ? God forbid. Oh then I charge you yee danghters 
of Fernſalens, and you that wiſh well wnto Sion, by the Roes and by the 
Hindes of the forreft, that yee awake not this bu Sponſe, this his Belo- 
ved, wntill ſhe pleaſe. Oh let us not like the Dog in Eſopes fables, 
quarrell for the ſhadow, and loſe tlx bone where the marrow is. 
While we ſecke to purifie the Ceremony, let not the ſubſtance 

iſh. While we would ſetthe the Church , let us not cut the throat 
of the State, which is the guard of the Church. Who will powre a 
veſſelt of pure wine on the floore, becauſe the outſide of the caske is 
not eye-pleaſing ? Or caſt away a boxe of rich Jewels, becauſe the 
Cabinet wherein they are, ſuites not his fancie. Oh then let ws 
binde np the breaches of Sion, left the cloud depart from betweene the 
IE oy R/ RB i08 Cherubims, 
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Cherabims, and the eArkeg fall into the hands of the uncireumciſed. Lex 
the Magiltrate ſettle the garbe of religion , even Kingy, for they are 
(uftodes utrinſque table, and let it be religion to obey thoſe Magi- 
ſtrates : God hath not given them the ſword in vaine, and let not us 
feele the power thereof by ſuffering due puniſhment for our diſobe- 
dience. Thus ſhall we make Chriſt our example , who yeelded him- 
ſelfe under Pi/are, when he could have called for legions of Angels 
to have reſcued him , but he acknowledgeth even that power of Pi- 
- late ſo unjuſtly uſed to be given him from above, and ſubmitted unto 
it. Thus ſhall we follow Chriſts precept to Peter, when he reſiſted 
authority , Put up thy ſword , for they that ſtrike with the ſword ſhall 
periſh by the ſword, Thus ſhall wee tread the ſteps of our fore- 
fathers, the Apoſtles, and Fathers in the Primitive Church , who 
choſe rather to glorife their faith by ſuffering under , then reſiſting 
againſt the power of Magiſtracy, though tyrannicall. And if an An- 
gell from Heaven (as you thiuke) reach you any doAtine contrary to 
this of Chriſts, and his Apoſtles, let him be an Anathema and accure 
ſed. Ir is not the height of your zeale, if not guided with knows 
ledge, can excuſe us, for then the Jewes might have have had a faire 
plea for their crucifying of Chriſt ; the Apoltle teſtifying they did it 
through ignorance: And yet we ſee what a curſe hath dog'd them 
and their poſterity to this day. 

Now it thus appearing that Chriſtianity admits not a reſiſting, de- 
fenſlive force in ſubjeRs againſt their Soveraigne, though never (o 
much abuſing their power, that the policie of our State, and the fun» 
damentall conſtitution of our-Kingdome admits not the ſtile of Par- 
liament in truth to be given to the founders of theſe Votes and Orders, 
under colour whereof men preſume to take Armes againſt their Sove= 
raigne, and his commands. 

Andit being a thing knowne to allthe world,that his Majeſty hath 
givenabundant fatisfaRtion for the paſt unhappy accidents in his go» 
vernment ; and (o ſolemnly proteſted for the future to be guided by 
the knowne Lawes of the Land, and to defend the truth of Religion, 
the liberty of the SubjeR, and the Priviledgcs of Parliament. What 
ſhall any man plead for himfelfe at the high tribunall of the Almighty, 
that ſhall dare to take weapon in hand againſt his annointed ? let him 
fatter himſelfe how he pleaſe with his zeale, doate as he will npon 
his imaginary fancie ofa Parliament, thinke hisinfidelity in and to his 
Prince an argument of his faith to God ; yet miſerable will his end be, 


who (hilbperifir ſach an attempr, and into the congregation of 
them let frot ny foule-come. * | 

But thati'may the more _ commir you to the peace of God,let 

mee eichgr have the hap to ſatisfte you, or the liberty to expreſſe that 

-- which fatisfieth mce, that theſegrand prerenders tothe good ofthe 

+ Kingdome, are not {ach as ſeckethe peace of either ſtate or Charch, 

-:-- #nd conſequently have no ſhare in the peace of God, and therfore 

thoſe thatwill ſhare therein, mult-not have their 0/7 with them. 


Ohoweaſic had it beene for them, had they ſought the peace of this 


State, td havevondiſeended ro his Majeſties gracious propoſition of a 
Parliamentary tare in other ſeverall places, wherto he was con+ 

rented torefer If, Thus had the honor of a P arliamentbin preſcr- 

a ved;thus might the peace ofthe Kingdome have bin continued, thus 
——*, mtcdifravtiofs\Frhereligion ſctied. But what was the reaſon, what 
12S  conldbethenllegation why his Majeſty might not have had fatisfa- 
I. her heard or can imagine, but that 

ir perſons remove eny whithet 


Your loving friend 
F. 


Sas 


